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Are You an Expert By Bill Brandstatter 

    My grandpa used to say that an expert was a man 50 miles away from home with a white 
shirt and a tie. Today people might be considered an expert if they have a large following on 
Facebook. If a person can get a number of people to agree with a certain point of view, that 
person might be considered an expert. Usually, we can find someone that will agree with us on 
almost every position we take. Today in our world there are a number of “experts.” They are 
not 50 miles away from home with a white shirt and a tie. They are on all the major outlets such 
as: Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and others. These “experts” are believed because their 
information agrees with others, not necessarily with the truth. 
    Some people are “experts” regarding the Bible. Some who don’t study the Bible much or not 
at all would tell you about what they did to be saved. Their salvation experience often doesn’t 
line up with what the Bible says. It always bothers me when someone will tell me what I ought 
to do as a preacher; or, they will tell me that I ought to know certain matters pertaining to the 
Bible. I guess they would be “experts” in their own eyes. In Acts 5:36, a man named Theudas 
rose up. He claimed to be somebody. Perhaps he would have called himself an “expert.” He 
failed, as did those who followed him. 
    Some people are experts regarding life. These “experts” would say that anything in 
moderation is okay. They would also say that since certain habits or practices have not hurt 
them that they are immune to problems. Some people don’t like others telling them what to do 
with their lives. The medical people advice otherwise. Yet these “experts” ignore the advice of 
the real experts and do their own thing. The expert, James stated, “For what is life? It is even a 
vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away (James 4:14). 
    Some people are experts regarding Christianity. These “experts” will tell of their experience 
and what others have said. They will elevate the traditions of men over the 
Word of God (Mt. 15:9). These “experts” would say it doesn’t matter what 
church you belong to or how you worship, just so long as you are sincere. 
    Are you an expert? God is. He knows all that we need and He gives us what 
we need. Sometimes what God gives is a test. God gives us blessings. He 
always gives us what He wants to help us through life (2 Pet. 1:3). Do you 
want all that God has to give or are you going to be the “expert” and do it your 
own way?   
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Wrapped in Light By Al Behel 

    When I read the Psalms I often wonder if I really know how to praise God. David and other 
Psalters seemed to grasp the essence of their Creator far better than we have done. Their 
recognition of His presence and power, as well as His love and mercy, caused them to lift up 
their voices is hymns of praise with hearts of devotion. 
    One of those Psalms portrays the majesty of God by describing seven wonders of His creation. 
Following a declaration of God’s greatness as one who is “clothed with splendor and majesty”, 
King David outlines the various ways in which God has revealed Himself through His creation 
(Psalm 104). 
    First, he declares that God “wraps Himself in light as with a garment; He stretches out the 
heavens like a tent” (v. 2). The sky is filled with evidence of His glory. The Hebrew word for 
“wraps” suggest that God “darkens” Himself with light. His splendor is so wonderful that man 
cannot see it, but can only stand in awe of it. We look at His creation and marvel at what He 
has made. The psalmist was able to look beyond the creation to the glory of the One who made 
it. 
    The second wonder David mentions is the earth, around which He has set a boundary (vs. 5-
9). In another psalm he declared “the whole earth is full of Thy glory.” Next, he praises God for 
the water which God supplies to the earth and its inhabitants. When he looks at the grass and 
flowers and trees, he erupts in praise that the Lord has taken care of every need through massive 
vegetation. As one who spent many nights on the mountain ranges with the sheep he had  
shepherded, David couldn’t forget the moon and the sun. Their 
radiant beauty was a constant reminder that God was near. The 
sea, “vast and spacious” (v.25), is structurally balanced with the 
celestial realm of creation. 
    The crowning part of God’s creation is man himself, to whom He 
has given life and for which He deserves to be praised and 
worshipped. David concludes his thoughts by saying, “May the 
glory of the Lord endure forever."  

 



Family News and Notes 
   

 

Visitors If you are visiting with us today, we want to hear from you.  We are thankful for your 
presence.  Please fill out a Visitor card and leave it in your seat. 
4th Sunday Singing Night Phil Waggoner will be our speaker on Sunday, August 24.   We are 
looking forward to hearing him and hope you’ll make plans to attend. 
Special 5th Sunday We will have Special 5th Sunday Services on Sunday, October 31.  Please be 
praying, preparing, and inviting others to attend.  Mike Kelley will be our speaker.  We will have a 
potluck meal and a 1 pm Evening Worship Service.  
Thanksgiving Boxes  All lists are now full!  We appreciate this being taken care of so quickly.  
Please bring in the items you signed up for by November 14.  Please put all items in the box in 
the back of the auditorium. 
Rodney & Tessa Tucker write… Thank you to everyone for being so welcoming to us, encouraging 
our boys after their baptisms, all the prayers said on Rodney and Carter’s behalf, and Kim 
Atkinson for the meal. 
A Wonderful Evening  A great time was had by all at the Trunk or Treat and Fall Hayride!  There 
were 10 vehicles who decorated trunks and lots of kids who came for treats.  A big thanks to 
David Grimes and Rodney Tucker for providing the hayride and James Atkinson for doing the 
devotion.  We appreciate Crystal Brown, Paige Truett, and Emily Atkinson for organizing this 
event and setting up the Annex.  Thanks to everyone who attended, cooked, cleaned, and helped 
make this event a success!   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should go;  

even when he is old, he will not depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Jo Atkinson has been diagnosed with Bladder Cancer, will have a procedure on 11/5, and treatments 
to follow.  She covets your prayers and deeply appreciate them. 
Kim Freeman is at home with Covid.  She is feeling better. 
Rodney Tucker is recovering after having gall bladder surgery. 
Carter Tucker has a cast and dealing with a broke arm. 
Dorothy Brown mother of Tammy Forrester, is doing good & continuing rehab. in Life Care. 
Travis Irwin will have treatments on Monday’s through November 29 and another CT scan in Nov. 
Salvatore Barbalinardo a teenager in Livermore, is out of critical condition but remains in hospital. 
Elmer Workman grandfather of Nancy’s children, took out the trake and is doing a lot of rehab. 
Soleil Duncan daughter in law of Tony & Cathey, is getting better and improving. 
Brandon Payeur friend of Jim & Pamela’s, the cancer has spread to his lungs & will begin treatments. 
Becky Herrington sister of Jim Brooks, is dealing with intense pain in her arm. 
Raymond Stoltz father of Kim Bates, is in Maury Regional Hospital with a bowel obstruction. 

Continuing Prayer Requests 
             Dealing w/Cancer           Special Request 
George Peterson     David Dansby      Scottie Simmons       Dwayne Johnston    Jeff Lynn 
Terry Hinson         Raymond Stoltz Deborah Brazil          Fred Bowman     William Kirby 
Ricky Kelley         Aaron Bell Jamie Qualls          Evin Boyd      Ryan Horton 
Thomas Brady         Wendy Pace  LC Bowen             
Daniel Spears                     

Pray for Those in Nursing Homes 
Dickson Nursing Home… Larry Donaldson  Lewis County Nursing Home:  Lee Freese 
Centerville Life Care Center…Alma Jean Skelton 

➢ All in the military and civil workers overseas and their families right. 

➢ All those Preaching and teaching the Good News all over the world.  

➢ Our Government Leaders – Local, State, and National (1 Timothy 2:1-2). 
➢ Our Elders who oversee, care for, and feed us spiritually.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
*Sunday, October 24 ~ 4th Sunday Singing Night with Phil Waggoner Speaking 
*Sunday, October 24 ~ Men’s Business Meeting at 5 P.M. 
*Sunday, October 30 ~ Special 5th Sunday with Mike Kelley Speaking 
 

For the Record … 

Sunday Morning Bible Class     54 Sunday Morning Worship  73 

Sunday Evening Worship   46 Wednesday Evening Bible Study  48 

Contribution $2847 

 

 Pray for Those Sick Among Us… 

We’re Just a Click Away! 

*We are excited to be Live Streaming our 10 A.M. Worship Service each Sunday via our Facebook 
page - https://www.facebook.com/brushychurchofchrist  Be sure to like, share, and comment on our 
posts to help spread the word!   
*Visit our website www.brushychurchofchrist.org to learn more about us & view our bulletin!  
*Send us an email at brushychurchofchirst@gmail.com.  
*We continue to broadcast our services to the parking lot on 96.1 FM! 
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